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Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 12th December 2018 at 3.30 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Luie McEntire, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, Gerard Farrell,





Joe Flaherty,  Gerard Hagan Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, 



Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross, Mae Sexton 



and Gerry Warnock.
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.





Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.




Mr. Con Diffley, TII Liaison Officer.





Mr. Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. David Tubridy, Senior Engineer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee
1st ANNUAL ROSCOMMON-LONGFORD GARDA YOUTH AWARDS 2018.

Cathaoirleach, Councillor Luie McEntire, launched the The Garda Youth Achievement Awards in association with Longford County Council and An Garda Síochána. 
The Awards recognise young people living in Counties Roscommon and Longford between the ages of 13 to 21 who have contributed greatly to the communities that they live in.  
The Cathaoirleach stated that Longford County Council is delighted to be associated with these awards and wished Inspector Bláithín Moran and her colleagues all the best with this initiative.

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS.
The members congratulated the St. Columba’s Senior Football Team, Mullinalaghta on winning the AIB Leinster Club SFC title.  It was agreed that a Reception be held at a later date.

The members congratulated Councllor Peggy Nolan who has been appointed to the Governing Authority of UCD.

The members congratulated Fergus Kennedy, Arts Officer, on the Council’s success in winning the Arts Category of the Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards 2018.
INAUGURAL ALBERT REYNOLDS MEMORIAL LECTURE.

The Cathaoirleach referred to the Inaugural Albert Reynolds Memorial Lecture which was held on the 10th December in Backstage Theatre.

Luie thanked and paid tribute to all who were involved with the organising of this immensely successful event, in particular Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive, who led the team of organisers.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor P. Brady, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 14th November 2018, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
B. Heslin referred to the decision taken at the November meeting of the Council that a Special Meeting of the Council be held on Wednesday, 9th January 2019 to consider the impact of the Draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy. It was also agreed that Representatives from EMRA be invited to make a presentation on the Draft RSES at the Special Meeting.  

Barbara referred to the following email received from Malachy Bradley, Assistant Director, Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly  -
“As you are aware the draft RSES and associated documents are now placed on public display between 5th November 2018 and 5pm on the 23rd January 2019 and copies are available at our office. The documents may also be inspected online at www.emra.ie 
In response to your request to attend a meeting on the 9 th January 2019, given the number of requests that we have received from local authorities and the limited time during the statutory consultation period we are unable to attend specific local authority meetings.  Instead we held three events throughout the region specifically to brief all the elected members of the constituent local authorities.  
Invitations to these events were issued to the twelve local authorities and a number of the members of Longford County Council attended the event in Tullamore on the 4 th December.  

To enable a further briefing event and opportunity for Councillors who are not members of the regional assembly to engage with the process we are organising a further event in conjunction with the Association of Irish Local Government, early in the new year. 

We trust that this final event will be sufficient for the elected members of all the local authorities in the region to inform themselves fully on the Draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Region.”
Following a lengthy discussion on the Draft RSES,  it was unanimously agreed by the members that the Special Meeting of Longford County Council be held on the 9th January to which the Chief Executives and Members of Westmeath, Offaly and Laois County Councils be invited.  It was also agreed that the Oireachtas Members from Longford/Westmeath, Laois and Offaly be invited to attend the Special Meeting and a further invitation be extended to the representatives from EMRA.
The Chief Executive informed the members that Longford County Council is hosting the latest seminar in its ‘Discussion On’  series with a  Let’s Talk Housing seminar in the Backstage Theatre on the 14th December at 10 am.  Market evidence and feedback from employers suggests that there is currently a serious shortage of quality affordable housing across the country to include the Midlands region.

Paddy stated that Longford County Council, in a bid to ramp up the development of quality affordable housing on land that is already zoned for residential properties is anxious to engage with key personnel who have the potential to deliver housing solutions for the County over the next five years.

Key note speakers at the seminar include Hubert Fitzpatrick of the Construction Industry Federation, Gerard Brady, Senior Economist with IBEC and Mark Fitzgerald, Chairman of Sherry Fitzgerald, all of whom will give a valuable insight on what is needed to get the housing sector moving again. The seminar will be facilitated by Sheila Reilly, Head of Digital at Iconic Newspapers. 

With a target audience to include developers, planning consultants, quantity surveyors, consulting engineers, bankers, solicitors, accountants etc. from Midland counties, the aim is to open up a discussion on how to encourage and facilitate developers to build the type of houses that will help sustain local towns and villages.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS

The Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 10th October 2018, as circulated, were noted.

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES,CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.
Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the November  meeting of the Council was noted.
Part 8 Report -  Public Realm Works at Market Square and Harbour View, Longford 
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler  seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of Public Realm Works at Market Square and Harbour View, Longford , as circulated.
Part 8 Report -  Public Realm Works at Longford Shopping Centre and Grafton Court.
On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton  seconded by Councillor  Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of Public Realm Works at Longford Shopping Centre and Grafton Court, as circulated.

Part 8 Report   -  N55 Main Street, Ballymahon Improvement Works, 
Main Street, Ballymahon .

On the proposal of Councillor Pat O’Toole seconded by Councillor  Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of N55 Main Street, Ballymahon Improvement Works, Main Street, Ballymahon   -  as circulated.

Part 8 Report   -  R392 Ballymahon Main Street Upgrade from Nallys Corner to St. Matthew’s Church on Main Street, Ballymahon .
On the proposal of Councillor Paul Ross seconded by Councillor  Pat O’Toole, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of R392 Ballymahon Main Street Upgrade from Nallys Corner to St. Matthew’s Church on Main Street, Ballymahon  -  as circulated.

Part 8 Report   -  Proposed construction of c.1.8km path linking Royal Canal Walk to Newcastle Woods.

On the proposal of Councillor Mick Cahill seconded by Councillor Pat O’Toole, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of proposed construction of c.1.8km path linking Royal Canal Walk to Newcastle Woods  -  as circulated.

Part 8 Report   -  Proposed construction of c.1.83 km path @ Derryaroge Bog in the townlands of Kilnacarrow & Cloonbearla, near Lanesborough,

Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Mick Cahill seconded by Councillor Pat O’Toole, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect proposed construction of c.1.83 km path @ Derryaroge Bog, in the townlands of Kilnacarrow & Cloonbearla, near Lanesborough, Co. Longford -  as circulated.
Political Donations.

Political Donations-  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act

1999, as amended -  Members of Local Authorities.

It was noted that completed Annual Donation Statements should be returned to the 

Meetings Administrator before 31st January 2019.

Notices of Motions.

First Dail.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor L. McEntire  and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -
“That Longford County Council commemorates and celebrates the centenary of the founding of the First Dáil on 21st January 1919, with appropriate ceremony and events recognising the contribution of elected member, Joseph McGuinness, T.D., to the first Dáil and those who fought for the cause of Irish freedom.”

Barbara confirmed that arrangements will be made to commemorate and celebrate the founding of the First Dáil and also recognise the contribution of Joseph McGuinness, T.D.
National School Tours.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  P. Nolan -

“I call on Longford County Council to write to all National Schools in Co. Longford to encourage them to make a point of taking their School tour regularly in Longford, to foster a love of their county from a young age and to make people aware of the amenities we have in the County.”

Barbara confirmed that a letter will issue to all National Schools encouraging them to regularly include Longford attractions and amenities in their tour itineraries.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that five Public Liability Claims were received during November 2018.
HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Leasing of land at Kilcommock, Kenagh, Co. Longford, 

On the proposal of Councillor Mick Cahill seconded by Councillor  Peggy Nolan , it was unanimously agreed to leasing of land at Kilcommock, Kenagh, Co. Longford, comprising 0.54 ha to Kilcommock Cemetery Committee  in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 28th  November 2018-  as circulated.

Housing Update Report and Notice of Motion from Councillor G. Warnock
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor  M. Sexton  -

“I am calling on Longford County Council to write to the Minister for Housing impressing on him the need to intervene with his Department Officials, to create a special dispensation for counties like Longford where the average cost of an existing housing unit is substantially lower than the build/site cost of potential new builds (built to modern standards) as defined in the Departments Financial Model for the provision of Affordable Housing Schemes. The existing guidance could potentially preclude such counties from rolling out targeted Affordable Housing Developments, linked to employment opportunities, to cater for workers on low to middle incomes. I am requesting that this motion is sent to our constituency Oireachtas Members, to AILG/LAMA and to the other Local Authorities.”

J. Brannigan gave a comprehensive presentation regarding the provision of social housing in County Longford.  

John confirmed that sixty nine housing units were provided by Longford County Council in 2018 and that by 2021 a minimum of 334 units will be provided.

John informed the members that the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government is currently compiling data regarding introducing an affordable housing scheme. In examining housing affordability and recognising that social housing supports are available for the lowest income households, the target cohort is households which earn a maximum annual gross income of €50,000 (single income applicant) and €75,000 (dual income applicant). In examining housing affordability, the accepted benchmark is that such low- to moderate-income households and particularly those at the lower end of the income distribution should not be paying much more than one third (or 35%) of their net income on direct housing costs (i.e. mortgage or rent).

The provision of Affordable Purchase Scheme dwellings must be able to be provided at a minimum 10% discount relative to the local market for a proposed development to be considered viable. The current market valuations in Longford does not achieve the 10% minimum.   Longford County Council have and will continue to engage with the Department regarding the need for an affordable housing scheme in Longford.

GENERAL.

Notices of Motions.
Medical Card Application Process.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor  J. Browne and seconded by Councillor  P. Nolan  -

“I call on Longford County Council to write to the HSE and Mr. Simon Harris, T.D., Minister for Health, stating that there is a serious need to scrap the current system being used to process Medical Card Applications and issue Cards, as it is completely antiquated and not fit for purpose.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Harris.

Child Psychologist Posts. 
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor  P. Ross and seconded by 
Councillor  P. O’Toole  -

“That this Council seeks the immediate replacement by the HSE of the 2 child psychologist posts which are currently vacant in the Longford/Westmeath area.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the HSE.

Sugar Sweetened Drinks Tax.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor  M. Carrigy  -

“That Longford County Council write to the Minister for Finance, Paschal Donohoe, to introduce an exemption in the Sugar Sweetened Drinks Tax for small artisan drinks companies producing less than 1 million litres of drinks per annum.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Finance.
Standing4Women Campaign.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by Councillor  P. Nolan  -

“That this Council noting the recent CervicalCheck Scandal, calls upon the Minister for Health and An Taoiseach to acknowledge, support and respond in detail to the demands of the Standing4Women campaign. These include:


Legislation and policy on mandatory open disclosure independent of the patient safety bill; Provision of a start and end date and full disclosure on the 1800 smears yet to be audited; and a breakdown of the new packages being negotiated with laboratories carrying out smear slide
analysis including mandatory site audits.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Health and An Taoiseach. 
Part 2 of Article 50 of EU Regulation 1307/2013.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  P. Brady   -

“I would like to ask the Minister of Agriculture to review Part 2 of Article 50 of EU Regulation 1307/2013 and extend this provision to young farmers who set up a holding in the period 2010 – 2013.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Agriculture.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY.
Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor J. Flaherty seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Ward family, Glack, Longford on the death of Aggie Ward.

Councillor J. Flaherty proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Cox and Considine families on the death of Dearbhla Cox.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor J. Flaherty seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the O’Brien family, Clondra on the death of David O’Brien.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor J. Flaherty seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Masterson family, College Park, Longford on the death of James Masterson.

Councillor P. Ross proposed and Councillor G. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McGahern family, Rincoola, Granard on the death of Harold McGahern.  

TRAINING.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
[image: image1.png]AN LON

Combhairle Chontae An Longfowt
L ongford County Council

IR

CONNEGTED

People - Place - Opportunity

©)




Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

16th January 2019.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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